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moroccan political life is shaped by a complex internal balance of
power. the history of political reform is written in a series of
hegemonic battles, which have helped build modern moroccan
politics. for example, la gauche musclée established the current
executive presidency in 1957; the front de libération nationale was
the winning side in the 1975 elections; and the front islamique du
salut (fis) became kingmakers in the 1986 vote that brought the
istiqlal (independence) party to power. the parties that emerged
from these alignments formed a political system that maintained a
divided opposition between political forces that went into
opposition, outside parliament, as a result of the system of
dominance from these parties; and political forces that were openly
supported by the king and his allies. the system effectively broke
down in 2011, as the fis-led opposition party, the parti
démocratique et social (pds) called for a boycott of the
parliamentary elections. tunisia, on the other hand, is a poor
country that has a high population and, in addition to being
dependent on outside assistance, currently faces more complex
political and socioeconomic challenges. similar to morocco,
tunisians are divided into several religious communities and have
large tensions between them that have been fomented by the
ruling party and security forces; 21 these tensions are compounded
by economic hardship and have led to the rise of islamic radicalism,
which was the primary motivator for tunisias 2011 revolt.
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since the 2011 uprisings, the levels of poverty and unemployment
have dropped significantly. the number of people living in extreme

poverty has fallen from 45 percent in 2011 to 14.5 percent in
2019.67 overall, the population has seen the best economic growth
in the countrys history, with the gdp growing from $28.5 billion in

2011 to $52 billion in 2019. the moroccan economy has diversified,
and is now driven by a growing private sector, which now

represents roughly 22 percent of the gdp.68 the pjd is currently the
second-largest party in parliament,82 despite its leader playing a
less significant role in politics than former prime minister rachid

badreddine, who was a minister of state in the pjds coalition
government from 2014 to 2016 and who died in a plane crash in
december 2016.83 today, authoritarians learning is back ; as the
pjd executes a political buyout of the rni and other parties (which
prevents them from being able to disrupt the regime),84 they also
run the risk of alienating smaller players from the cabinet, and if

they are successful, the pjd could risk losing support from morocco
s rural and marginalized populations. under such circumstances,

regime actors should assume that regime-generated dissent must
be met with a robust effort to contain that dissent before it evolves
into chaos. simply dissolving parliament or arresting dissidents or

just arresting dissidents is likely to backfire, either hurting the
regime more by blocking its access to legitimate political power or,
in the case of arrested dissidents, strengthening the opposition and
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its ties to the exiled moroccan diaspora. despite calls by opposition
parties for holding new elections,85 some observers believe the
best way forward is for the regime to hold an early election to
strengthen its legitimacy by a clear public vote of confidence.
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